
J S Bach:  

Weinen, Klagen Sorgen, Zagen 
Weeping, wailing, sorrowing, fearing (Cantata 12)  

 
In today’s gospel, Jesus calls men to follow him – but he makes it clear that doing so will have a 
cost: to achieve the ultimate joy of a heavenly reward, some degree of suffering is necessary.  But 
for a faithful Christian, the future is bright; ever-present is Christ’s promise that any sorrow shall 
be turned into joy. Bach’s music illustrates both the suffering and the joy in this message.  
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